Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

Tliis is i Book: in it is guidance sure. witbout doubt. tothose ri» fear AJIah 



Revealed in Makkah 



^jll o-^ jll aIII ^j 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 

Ajjl^jj aIII (J& JJJ 1 j^tOSj V 1 jiale jjjjll IglL 
^alc. -a-J-cuuj Aill jl Alll 1 jijl j 

49:1 O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in 
advance before Allah and His Messenger, and have 
Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 
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49:2 O you who believe! Raise not your voices 
above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to 
him in talk as you speak aloud to one another, lest 
your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive 
not. 
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49:3 Verily, those who lower their voices in the 
presence of Allah's Messenger, they are the ones 
whose hearts Allah has tested for Taqwa. For them 
is forgiveness and a great reward. 



The Prohibition of making a Decision in advance of Allah and 
His Messenger; ordering Respect towards the Prophet 



In these Ayat, Allah the Exalted teaches His faithful servants the 
good manners they should observe with the Messenger, which 
are respect, honor and esteem. Allah the Exalted and Most 
Honored said, 

aJjjoijj 4l]l (_ji _jjj I j-a-jLs U IjLal (jjJil UJjl Ij 

O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in advance 
before Allah and His Messenger, 

meaning, do not rush in making decisions before 
him, rather, follow his lead in all matters. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, commented; *4j*-»Ss 4H $'■*$ £& !>«■& U 
(Make not (a decision) in advance before Allah and His 
Messenger), 

"Do not say anything that contradicts the Qur'an 
and Sunnah." 

Qatadah commented, 

"We were told that some people used to say, 
v Revelation should be sent down about such and 
such matters,' and, "such and such practices 
should be rendered allowed.' Allah the Exalted 
disliked this attitude." 



Allah said, 

... 4311 IjSSlj ... 
and have Taqwa of Allah. 

meaning, "in what He has ordered you;' 

Verily, Allah is Hearing, (your statements), 

0)^- 

Knowing, (your intentions). 
Allah said, 

CS^ll i— ij*^ 3 C3°J^ °»5jI j^I I jx2jp U Ijial (jjJll 1-gJl l_j 

you who believe! 

Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet, 

This contains another kind of favorable behavior. 
Allah the Exalted is teaching the believers that 
they should not raise their voices above the voice 
of the Prophet. 

It was stated that this Ayah was revealed about 
Abu Bakr and Umar. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said, 

"The two righteous ones, Abu Bakr and Umar, 
almost earned destruction when they raised their 
voices before the Prophet who was receiving the 
delegation of Bani Tamim. One of them 
recommended Al-Aqra bin Habis the member of 
the Banu MujashP while the other recommended 
another man. Nafi" (a sub narrator) said: "I don't 
remember his name." Abu Bakr said to Umar, 

"You only wanted to contradict me,' while Umar 
said, 'I did not intend to contradict you.' Their 



voices then became loud, thereupon Allah the 
Exalted sent down this Ayah, 

Cjjj^a (jji °J£I jl^al \jxijj U I jial (jjJil UjJl U 

(jl -j '-- » Jj aSj '-—» J tfk£ ^JjUlj <1 ^JJ* f "' Uj /aJ-ul 

(jjjy»_uij U aJJl j -S» />(-.! UiV\ 

you who believe! 

Raise not your voices above the voice of 
the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in talk 
as you speak aloud to one another, lest 
your deeds should be thwarted while you 
perceive not." 

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, 

"After that, Umar's voice was so low that 
the Messenger of Allah had to ask him to 
repeat what he said so that he could 
understand what he was saying to him." 

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr did not mention the same 
regarding his father, Abu Bakr, may Allah be 
pleased with him. 

Muslim did not collect this Hadith. 

In another narration collected by Al-Bukhari, 

he said that a delegation from the tribe of Banu 
Tamim came to the Prophet and that Abu Bakr 
recommended Al-Qa"qa bin Ma"bad to be 
appointed as their leader, while Umar 
recommended Al-Aqra bin Habis. 

Muslim did not collect this narration. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, 

"The Prophet missed Thabit bin Qays and a man 
said, "0 AllahTs Messenger! I will find out about 
his news.' 



That man went to Thabit and found him sitting at 
home with his head lowered and asked him, 
' What is the matter?' 

Thabit said, ' An evil matter!' 

And he said that he used to raise his voice above 
the voice of the Prophet. He feared that his good 
deeds would be useless and he would be among 
the people of the Fire. 

The man went back to the Prophet and conveyed 
Thabit's statement and returned to Thabit with 
wonderfully good news. The Prophet said, 

'cdSSTj t JSS JaI °t> c_U '«<&] : aj °J& <A\ LjajI 

<JJ»jl jjAI QA 

Go back to him and tell him this news; you 
are not among the people of the Fire. 
Rather, you are among the dwellers of 
Paradise." 

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith with this wording. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, 

"When this Ayah was revealed, 

Cjjj^a (_3j3 aSjl jjy^al I jsl3jj U I jial (JJ^SI l^Jl u 
JjJT-uiJ U ajjl j -Sh />(-.! Jjj^j 

Raise not your voices above the voice of 
the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in talk 
as you speak aloud to one another, lest 
your deeds should be thwarted while you 
perceive not." 

Thabit bin Qays bin Ash-Shammas, whose voice 
was loud, said, 

'I was the one who raised his voice above the 
voice of AllahTs Messenger. I am among the 



dwellers of the Fire. My good deeds have been 
done in vain.' 

He remained in his house reeling distressed, and 
the Messenger of Allah noticed his absence. So 
some men went to Thabit and said to him, 

"The Prophet noticed your absence. What is the 
matter with you?' 

Thabit said, "I used to raise my voice above the 
voice of the Prophet and speak loudly in front of 
him. My deeds have been rendered useless and I 
am among the people of the Fire.' 

They went to the Prophet and told him what 
Thabit said and the Prophet said, 

4_i^j| 4JAI qa jA (_Jj iU 

Nay, he is among the dwellers of 
Paradise." 

Anas commented, 

"We used to see Thabit walk among us 
knowing that he was (to be) among the 
dwellers of Paradise. During the battle of 
Yamamah, our forces suffered retreat. 
Suddenly, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas 
came, having put on his Hanut and shrouds, 
and said, "The worst habit is the one you 
acquire from your enemy and do not set a bad 
example for your companions.' And he went 
on fighting until he was martyred, may Allah 
be pleased with him." 

Allah then prohibited speaking to the Prophet in a loud 
voice, just as one speaks loudly to another in a way that 
offends him. Instead, they were required to speak to him 
in terms of respect, honor and calmness. This is why 
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 



nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one 
another, 

just as He said in another Ayah, 

1 ■ "a - 1 aSj '-—» i fUc jS .•&[)) JjjjijW «.lc j I j;W-v"i 'y 

Make not the calling of the Messenger among you 
as your calling one of another. (24:63) 

AllahTs statement, 

(Y) (jjjxjjij U ;»JJIj aSlLaC-l iajkj (jl 

lest your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive 
not. 

means, 'We ordered you to rerrain from raising 
your voices to the Prophet, so that he will not get 
angry with you, because in doing so, you will also 
anger Allah.' 

The good deeds of he who caused the Prophet's 
anger will become useless without him even 
knowing. 

In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that states, 

tUU UU ^^j U ^lij ^il ij\'JiSaj °jji aIJSIIj f ~K\^ '{$*?ji\ j\ 

t A i-v \ \ \ /t i 4J i i'*iS i 

t uu uu ^ u jte a\ Jo^ ;> ^uksu ^a 'jk a jii a jij 

jja )Ulj f Lttjaill (jJJ La JXJI jLul (-i L^J i£j&j 

Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases 
Allah the Exalted, even though he does not 
recognize the significance of his word, and on its 
account Paradise is written for him. 

Verily, a man might utter a word carelessly that 
angers Allah the Exalted, and on its account, he is 
cast in the Fire farther than the distance between 
the heavens and earth. 



Allah then ordains lowering one's voice before the Messenger 
and encourages, directs and recommends this better behavior. 

4l]l (jalbal (JJpll '^JJJJI AjJl iJjjoij JJC. a^jl jj^al (jjjJaij (jjAll (jj 

Verily, those who lower their voices in the presence of 
Allah's Messenger, they are the ones whose hearts Allah 
has tested for Taqwa. 

whose hearts have been purified by Allah and 
made as a residence and dwelling for the Taqwa, 

(V) -ijjnr. JJ>lj ajai-a a^J ,,, 

For them is forgiveness and a great reward. 

Imam Ahmad recorded in the Book of Az-Zuhd that 
Mujahid said, 

"Someone wrote to Umar, 

' O Leader of the faithful! 

Who is better, a man who does not feel the desire 
to commit a sin and does not commit it, or 

a man who feels desire to commit a sin, but does 
not commit it' 

Umar replied, 

' He who feels desire to commit a sin, but 
does not commit it, 

ajijl-a a^J i^JLm a£Jjla Ajjl (jjilbal (jJpll i^ljjjl 

they are the ones whose hearts Allah has 
tested for Taqwa. For them is forgiveness 
and a great reward.'" 



V °{A jSSt pjkkll f I Jj c> c&jiUj JJJ3) jj 



49:4 Verily, those who call you from behind the 
dwellings, most of them have no sense. 



o o •** ** > o. -*, £** » > 



49:5 And if they had patience till you could come 
out to them, it would have been better for them. 



^J JjSC AMj 



And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



Admonishing Those Who call the Prophet from behind 
)wellings 



Allah says, 

Clil_jaj>j| sljj (js« tiiJjJUj (jJpll (jl 

Verily, those who call you from behind the dwellings, 

Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed admonished those, 
such as the uncivilized Bedouins, who used to call to the 
Prophet from behind the dwellings which belong to his 
wives, 



(£) 'jjlikj U "JkjpSt 



most of them have no sense. 



Allah the Exalted and Most Honored then ordains the better 
behavior in this regard, 

... °f4^ 'Jp- u^ '-**?] & [p^ J^- \jj^= °fP "Aj 

And if they had patience till you could come out to them, 
it would have been better for them. 



it would have earned them the better benefit of 
this life and the Hereafter. 

Allah, Worthy of all praise, then encourages them to turn 
to Him in repentance. 

i* A', % 



(, v * w *', ^ £ t, - 

©I >£>-J JJ-9C- 4_Ulj 



And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



It was reported that this Ayah was revealed about Al- 
Aqra bin Habis At-Tamimi, may Allah be pleased with 
him, according to more than one source. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Aqra bin Habis said that 

he called the Messenger of Allah from behind his 
dwellings, saying, 

"0 Muhammad! Muhammad!" "0 Allah's 
Messenger!" 

but the Messenger did not answer him, 

according to another narration, Al-Aqra" said, 
"0 Allah's Messenger. 



• J^p* 1S? <j^ta °?&*^ uj 1 j^i ui^ ^ Ij 

<r i 1 - r i * ' <*i •: n ' ' \ * • * i * <* . \ 



49:6 O ye who believe! 

if a wicked person comes to you with any news, 
ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people unwittingly, 
and arterwards become full of repentance for what 
ye have done. 

Aill (J^jolJ °i»Xia £jl I y&£.\ j 

49:7 And know that among you there is the 
Messenger of Allah. 
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If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you 
would surely be in trouble. 

But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has 
beautified it in your hearts, 

(jLu-oju) j (JjjuosjIj jisll >Sj]I 6jSj 

and has made disbelief, Fusuq and "Isyan hateful to 
you. 

(JjAj^IjI! ^A ^IjjjI 
Such are they who are the rightly guided. 

aj£k. aalc. Aill j A-okjj Aill ^j-o iLJaa 

49:8 (This is) a grace from Allah and His favor. And 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 



Investigating the Reliability of the News conveyed by Wicked 
People 



Allah the Exalted says, 

«Ul^aa Laj3 ^J.'„',' -*' (jl I j'C. W^ (3*^^ ("*-^> uj I JJ^I CH^ ^^ • 

( ^ ) Lfcfe^" °~ ^* * "• LS^ I J^/' ""* 

O ye who believe! 

if a wicked person comes to you with any news, 
ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people unwittingly, and 
arterwards become full of repentance for what ye have 
done. 

Allah the Exalted ordered investigating the news 
that sinners and the wicked bring, to make sure 
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of its authenticity. Otherwise, if the sinner's word 
is taken for granted and a decision is based on it, 
regardless of whether the information is true or 
not, the authorities will be taking the lead of the 
sinners. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored 
forbade taking the path of the corrupted and 
sinners. This is why groups of the scholars of 
Hadith refuse to accept narrations from narrators 
whose reliability is unknown, for they might be 
from among the wicked people, in reality. 



The Prophet's Decision is Better 



Allah said, 

Ajl\ (Jjjoij °JLl2 (jl I j«3°C.I j 

And know that among you there is the Messenger of 
Allah. 

* know that among you is the Messenger of Allah. 
Therefore, honor and respect him, be polite with 
him and obey his orders. For he is more 
knowledgeable about what benefits you and is 
more concerned with you than you yourselves 
are. His opinions in such matters are more 
complete than your own.' 

Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed said in another Ayah, 

"^uilit °qa jW>lj ^jj ^l 

The Prophet is closer to the believers than 
themselves, (33:6). 

Then He clariries that they fall short in overseeing their 
own benefit; 

aJJJU ^aUl ^_ya JJJ^ /-i aSkjjoJ JJ ... 

If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you would 
surely be in trouble. 

' if he obeys all of your opinions and desires, you 
will earn trouble and hardship.' 

12 



Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 

(jgja J«aj o^j^^j dj jJalj ilt CiSuiai sAp\ jAl (_3^Jl a-jjI jlj 

Jjl^jkl j»AjSJ JC- °f4^ °f* j£^ f»g '{)"' ' U) 

And if the truth had been in accordance with their 
desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, and 
whosoever is therein would have been corrupted! 

Nay, We have brought them their reminder, but 
they turn away from their reminder. (23:71) 

AllahTs statement, 

... "^Sjjla ^ 4_u'jj jl-«jpl '&§ '• . ' ;'- ajjI j$jj ... 

But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has 
beautified it in your hearts, 

' made faith dear to your souls and beautified it in 
your hearts.' 

Allah said, 

j „'• "** j (_3j'"^j jaSll *Sj3J »j-Vj ... 

and has made disbelief, Fusuq and 'Isyan hateful to 
you. 

' He has made disbelief, sins, whether major or 
minor, and 'Isyan — all types of sins, hateful to 
you.' 

This statement transfers us from one level to a 
better level, to perfect AllahTs bounty. 

Allah's statement next, 

(v) jjijiljjl ^a '<Mj ... 

Such are they who are the rightly guided. 

those who have these qualities are the rightly 
guided ones whom Allah has granted guidance 
and correctness. 
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Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Rira^ah Az-Zuraqi said 
that his father said, 

"During the battle of Uhud, when the idolators 
retreated, the Messenger of Allah said, 

<-k-J JP Jj J^- \j$ lt^ ' JJ^ 1 

Stay in straight lines so that I praise my Lord, the 
Exalted and Most Honored. 

They stood behind him in lines and he said, 

.Afc .ukJI ^n ^l 

°CjA ls^* ^j ' '"'' '-v* ^*5 -W^ ^j '"'*^' ".' lu lP 3 ^^ ^ J*^' 

A-jLa Uj '"'■»'"> L«J /""* * Uj " " ' ' ^ jaJ J; '-■ " Uj tCjlLjal 
clu )3 Lal JC-LLa Uj tt_J°JC.Ls Lal L_]jLa Uj ' ' " 'jl-°c-.l Lal 

tc-lSjjj iilXja3j <iljjak.jj liljlSjJ °j^i Lulc. IWuul ;j£-\1I 

.(JjJJ Uj (JjJSJ U (_£ j°il aJJLoll ft«jll L4JUJ __ll »$311 

.t— -jjkll ajj j-aUI j 4jjx1I ajj .-> )» 1 ll lillLuil ,jl a^JjI 

.LijJ_ia La J_i (jaj LsjJ__C.| La Jjoi jjj __J Jjlt ,_jl ;-£_JI 

j__jll Lull sjSj Lujia __! 4-yjj jLajUI UjJI L-uk aglll 

. jjJL—ljll jjj f J j .'■ —» " J (__}jj—-JIj 

jjC. jj^L___Rj L_j_ll j _jjjalu_a — J_J j (jLaluui L_jj ,-»_ ln 

tjjJjjLa Uj ul j_. 

'^j^' 1 " °jc- jj-u-ajj —JL-ij jjj__j jJjJl ajtSJI JjUs ja^JJI 

i_LI_C.j _lja.j ftfrjJ— ■ Jj_i.lj 

_j_J a! 'i_jU£JI I jjj? 'jj^l . j-Sll cJjLa ^l 

Allah! Your is the praise. 

Allah! There is none who can withhold what You 
send, or send what You withhold, or guide whom 
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You send astray, or misguide whomever You 
guide, or give what You deprive, or deprive whom 
You give, or draw closer whom You cast or cast 
whom You draw closer. 

Allah! Bestow on us from Your blessings, 
mercy, grace and provisions. 

Allah! I ask You for the eternal delight that 
never ends or fades away. 

Allah! I ask You for provisions on the Day of 
deprivation and safety on the Day of fear. 

O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the evil 
repercussions of what You have given us and 
from the evil of what You have deprived us of. 

Allah! Make faith dear to us and beatify it in our 
hearts and make disbelief, Fusuq and 'Isyan 
hateful to us, and make us among the rightly 
guided. 

Allah! Allow us to die as Muslims, live as 
Muslims and join us with the ranks of the 
righteous ones, without tasting humiliation or 
turmoil. 

O Allah! Fight the disbelievers who deny Your 
Messengers and hinder others from Your path; 
send on them Your torment and punishment. 

Allah! Fight the disbelievers who were given the 
Scriptures, the True God." 

An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith in ' Amal Al-Yawm 
wal-Laylah. 

Allah said, 

(This is) a grace from Allah and His favor. 

meaning, this favor that He has bestowed on you 
is a favor and a bounty from Him to you, 
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(A) li£* ^Jc. aIII j 



And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 



All-Knower in those who deserve guidance and 
those who deserve misguidance, All-Wise in His 
statements, actions, legislation and the destiny 
He appoints. 



49:9. And if two parties among the believers fall to 
fighting, then make peace between them both. 



^ J^ Jl '*J& 

But if one of them outrages against the other, then 
fight you (all) against the one that which outrages 
till it complies with the command of Allah. 

I jJajua3l j ^P«jIj \ A £ s ±) I jaaj-ali C_)f.li <jli 



Then if it complies, then make reconciliation 
between them justly, and be equitable. 

Verily, Allah loves those who are the eguitable. 



iJ* 1 Ltit 



•li 6 j^J (jjJjoj^aJI LoJl 



49:10 The believers are but a brotherhood. So make 
reconciliation between your brothers, 

(jjA^JJ °aS\w\ Aill 1 jSjI j 

and have Taqwa of Allah that you may receive 
mercy. 
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Making Peace between Disputing Muslims 



Allah commands making peace between Muslims that fight each 
other, 

I aAJ-lj I J^j 1 -"'* IjIJjal (jjiajlall qa (jOajua (jlj 

And if two parties among the believers fall to fighting, 
then make peace between them both. 

Therefore, Allah calls both opposing groups among 
Muslims, believers, although they are fighting each 
other. Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this 
Hadith as evidence that committing a sin does not 
nullify faith, no matter how major the sin is. This 
creed contradicts the creed of the Khawarij sect and 
those who accepted their idea, such as the 
Mutazilah sect. 

Al-Bukhari narrated that Al-Hasan said that Abu Bakrah 
said; 

The Messenger of Allah gave a speech on the 
Minbar while Al-Hasan bin Ali was with him. He 
was repeatedly looking at Al-Hasan and then at 
the people; then said, 

^jjj Aj ■"■' ■ -«j jjl /JutJ «&l lWj ■^- ui l^ ls^ (j} 

Verily, this son of mine is a Sayyid (chief 
or master), and may Allah make peace 
between two great groups of Muslims 
through him. 

What the Prophet said, occurred. Al-Hasan 
brought peace between the people of Ash-Sham 
and Iraq, after they fought tremendous wars and 
rrightening battles. 

Allah's statement, 

J!\ «.^ ^^ ^i°p J&\ I jhlaa (j'Ji.t3l J& UaAl'ii.1 *dj»j (jli ... 

.... 5^1 J^ 
17 



But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight 
you (all) against the one that which outrages till it 
complies with the command of Allah. 

means, until the rebellious group refers to the 
commands of Allah and His Messenger for 
judgement and they listen to and obey the truth. 

There is a Hadith in the Sahih in which Anas states that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



lljtl^ jl l^li 'SjJi 



jj^aJI 



Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or 
he is oppressed. 

"I asked, "0 Allah's Messenger! It is right that I 
help him if he is oppressed, but how should I help 
him if he is an oppressor?' 

He said, 

eO iiljl^aj <A\ J3 -Tuti ^jjd 4_xX<iJ 

By preventing him from oppressing others; this is 
how you help him in this case." 

Sa"id bin Jubayr said that tribes of Aws and Khazraj 
once got in a scuffle using date tree branches and 
slippers. Allah revealed this honorable Ayah commanding 
them to make peace between them. 

As-Suddi said, 

"A man from Al-Ansar, whose name was Imran, 
had a wife called Umm Zayd. She wanted to visit 
her family, but her husband prevented her from 
visiting them by locking her in an upper room. So, 
none of her family could visit or see her. She sent 
someone to her family. They came, took her 
down from the room and wanted to take her 
away. Her husband was absent at the time, so his 
family called on their people. Their cousins came 
to help prevent the wife from going with her 
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family. A push and shove situation occurred that 
led to them righting using slippers. 

This Ayah was then revealed in their case, and 
the Messenger of Allah sent someone to bring 
peace between them, and they both agreed to 
resort to the decision of Allah the Exalted." 

The statement of Allah the Exalted, next, 

y ' Lu . *» ail i la ' Aill (jl I jU__. .*»! j ^JojJLj 1 *»""' IjaJj al3 llls.li (ju\ 

oi 

Then if it complies, then make reconciliation between 
them justly, and be equitable. Verily, Allah loves those 
who are the equitable. 

means, be fair in your judgement regarding the 
dispute that occurred between them, 

l) J,K ' **<^ "<■&! ^ "dl (Verily, Allah loves those who are the 
equitable), Ibn Abi Hatim recorded, that Abdullah bin 
' Amr said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

jj^^jJI (_£JJ (jjj jljJ (jk« JjLui /aic. UJJil (-5 (jjj", 1 " 8 *" (jl 

LujjI ^gi I jaaLSt UaJ (_Jkj JC 

Verily, those who are equitable in this life, will be 
on podiums made of pearls before Ar-Rahman, 
the Exalted and Most Honored, on account of their 
fairness in this life. 

An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith. 

AllahTs statement, 

ij^l ^jjiajiill L<ul 

The believers are but a brotherhood. 

means, all of them are brothers in Islam. 
The Messenger of Allah said, 
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The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim, he is not 
unjust with him nor does he rorsake him. 

In the Sahih, 

Aj^.1 ijjc- ^gi .ii*3l (jlS U« jj*1I ijjc- (ji Jh\j 

Allah helps the servant as long as the servant 
helps his brother. 

Also in the Sahih: 

4J1«J iiHj 'jjJ \'A\A\ 'Jll ljjjJI J°;\' Aja-tJ ^Liajl lc.'j 131 

If the Muslim invokes Allah for the benefit of his 
absent brother, the angel says arterwards, 
"Amin, and for you the same." 

There are many Hadiths with this meaning, such 
as, in the Sahih, 

jlui^jl iJJ-aS Agjj a\ j"'j a^-a^ljjj aAjljJ ^_2 jji«j<aJl (JlLa 
xaj\j .luiajl JjUoi <1 ^^C-ljJ jliaC. 4_La ^*'*! Ijl i.l>lj-l 

j^Ulj 

The parable of the believers in relation to the 
kindness, mercy and compassion they have for 
each other, is that of the body: when an organ of 
it falls ill, the rest of the body responds with fever 
and sleeplessness. 

And also in Sahih. 

• s . ' * * , " ' & *&' 1'^lli" ° * It * ° * °I1 

1 ■ -■■ » ' ** ■ -— » J jjojj jLiiilli- ^j^ jajj j^jjnll 

A believer to another believer is like a building 
whose different parts enrorce each other. 

The Prophet then clasped his hands with the 
ringers interlaced. 

Allah's statement, 

ai_jj__l jjj Ijajj -»l- ... 

So make reconciliation between your brothers, 
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refers to the two groups that fight each other, 

... ^llljSlj, 
and have Taqwa of Allah (in all of your affairs), 

p . ) j JA3*. JJ °a£ltl 

that you may receive mercy. 

and this is a promise from Allah that He will grant 
mercy to those who fear and obey Him. 



49:11 O you who believe! 

(-^ 1 * ' J-J-* ' J^ U' cs^- f J* l> fJ* J^y ^ 

Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be 
that the latter are better than the former. 

<J&- U ' J-^ lP-J U' ls^ t ^ c>- ^ 1 -^ 1 ^J 

Nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may 
be that the latter are better than the former. 

Nor defame yourselves, nor insult one another by 
nicknames. Evil is the name of wickedness after 
faith. 



And whosoever does not repent, then such are 
indeed wrongdoers. 
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The Prohibition of mocking and ridiculing One Anothei 



Allah the Exalted forbids scoffing at people, which implies 
humiliating and belittling them. In the Sahih, it is recorded that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 

(jjLul ^j "■ -"^- j (_3^1l jiaj jj$1I 
Arrogance is refusing the truth and belittling people. 



And in another Version 



And despising people, 



L> 



Ull JSLOS. 



It is forbidden to scoff at and belittle people, for the 
injured party could be more honored and dearer to Allah 
the Exalted than those who ridicule and belittle them. 

This is why Allah the Exalted said, 

Uj Ag La I JJ^. I JJjSj (jl /— uiT. pji (j«a aj3 J-*- mJ U I jial (jJpJl Lgjl Lj 

... (J£J-« ' J-J^- (j^J (jl (^jJ^C- S-UjJ (j-o s.LoiJ 

you who believe! 

Let not a group scoff at another group; it may be that 
the latter are better than the former. Nor let (some) 
women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter 
are better than the former. 

thus, stating this prohibition for men and then 
women. 

The statement of Allah the Exalted, 

-S, ,.o'il Ijj^aJj Uj ... 

Nor defame yourselves, 

forbids defaming each other. He among men who 
is a slanderer, and a backbiter, is cursed and 
condemned as Allah states 

Woe to every Humazah, Lumazah, (104:1) 
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Hamz is defamation by action, while Lamz is by 
words. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 

- ' " b c Luiia jLaA 

Hammaz (defaming), going about with slander. 
(68:11) 

meaning, he belittles and defames people, 
transgressing and spreading slander among them, 
which is the Lamz that uses words as its tool. 

Allah's statement here, ?* •* «^ tjj^j tij (Nor defame 
yourselves), just as He said in another Ayah, 

a£j ajj) 1 jE£j V J 

Nor kill yourselves, (4:29), meaning, nor kill one 
another. 

Abdullah bin Abbas, Mujahid, Sa"id bin Jubayr, Qatadah 
and Muqatil bin Hayyan said that the Ayah, 

?* >> "^ tjj^j tij (Nor defame yourselves), means, 
none of you should defame each other,' while, 

... t-jlSJUb IjjjIjj tfj ... (...nor insult one another by 
nicknames...) means, ' you should not address 
people by nick names that people dislike.' 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Jabirah bin Ad-Dahhak 
said, 

"This Ayah was revealed about us, Banu 
Salamah; t-jl^Ub IjjjUj tfj (nor insult one another 
by nicknames), When the Messenger of Allah 
migrated to Al-Madinah, every man among us had 
two or three nicknames. When the Prophet called 
a man by one of these nicknames, people would 
say, '0 AllahTs Messenger! He hates that 
nickname.' Then this Ayah, ijISDIj IjjjIjj ^j (nor 
insult one another by nicknames) was revealed." 

Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith. 

23 



The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, 

Evil is the name of wickedness after faith, 

means, the names and descriptions of wickedness 
are evil; meaning, "to use the nicknames that 
were used by the people of Jahiliyyah, after you 
embraced Islam and understood it,' 






(J*J 



And whosoever does not repent, 
means, from this sin, 

then such are indeed wrongdoers. 



(n)'uj-43iil '(*'<££ Ji 



\y*\* 'ui^ Qh 



49:12 O you who believe! 



Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicion is sin. 



jl ( ->N^I 4-i?ol \ ><oin .->N>^iy \ c J1*J 2 j Ijuun^ \ x j 

And spy not, neither backbite one another. Would 
one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? 
You would hate it. 



j LjIjj a_U1 q\ aU) ]j%\j 



;aJAJ L_)l jJ <UJI (j\ 4__l I j_j! j 

And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is the One 
Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most 
Merciful. 
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The Prohibition of Unfounded Suspicion 



Allah the Exalted forbids His faithful servants from being 
suspicious, which includes having doubts and suspicions about 
the conduct of one's family, relatives and other people in 
general. Therefore, Muslims are to avoid suspicion without 
foundation. 






jial (jjjjl l-gjl Lj 



... $ <_A=^ o-^ u! <_A=^ o* 

O you who believe! 

Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicion is sin. 

Allah the Exalted forbids His faithful servants from 
being suspicious, which includes having doubts 
and suspicions about the conduct of one's family, 
relatives and other people in general. Therefore, 
Muslims are to avoid suspicion without 
foundation. 

The Leader of the faithful Umar bin Al-Khattab said, 

"Never think ill of the word that comes out of your 
believing brother's mouth, as long as you can find a good 
excuse for it." 

Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said that AllahTs Messenger said, 

idjJ^aJI L_JJ_f jJall jll ^pall j °a_Ajl 

' j ^- ' Uj • 

i I j, ,1, jaj Uj • 

I jjoiaUG Uj • 

, ljV.,l^". Uj • 

| jjJac-Uj Uj • 

tlj^uljJ Uj • 

lil j°a.l ^jbl jUc. IjJjSj 
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Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the worst of 
false tales; 

• do not spy on one another; 

• do not look for other's faults; 

• do not be jealous of one another; 

• do not envy one another; 

• do not hate one another; and 

• do not desert (shun) one another. 
And AllahTs servants! Be brothers! 

The Two Sahihs and Abu Dawud recorded this 
Hadith. 

Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said, 



,l£U . 

I j^IJlj Uj • 
| jjJatljj Uj • 

L \ « \,,W'\ Uj • 

iO j!kl Ai\ iUc. I jjjSj • 

aO 4jUj (_3j3 e>\2^ Jf ,„' (jl - }■ " "] U^-i Uj 

Do not shun each other; 

do not ignore one another; 

do not hate one another, and 

do not envy one another, 

and be brothers, servants of Allah. 

No Muslim is allowed to shun his brother for more 
than three days. 

Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, who 
considered itSahih. 



Allah said, 

And spy not, (on each other). 
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I j, ,., i.-v'l Uj a 



Tajassus, usually harbors ill intentions, and the 
spy is called a Jasus. 

As for Tahassus (inquiring) it is usually done for 
a good reason. 

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said that 
Prophet Ya"qub said, 

rjj (j-<i Ijjuj-ju 2 j Aj^.ij l a > " jj <j^ 'j""" N 13 ij^A^i <c^y 

"0 my sons! Go you and inquire (Tahassasu) 
about Yusuf and his brother, and never give up 
hope ofAllah's mercy." (12:87) 

Both of these terms, "Tajassus' and "Tahassus' 

could have evil connotations. 

In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 

i\ JU1UlVl Uj I JJOLUl^J U • 

I j, V.r.lu Uj • 
iljjjjj Uj • 

lil j!kl Ai\ jUc. I jJjSj • 

• Neither commit Tajassus norTahassus, 

• nor hate each other 

• nor commit Tadabur. 

• And be brothers, servants of Allah. 

Al-Awza" i said, 

"Tajassus means, to search for something, while 

Tahassus means, listening to people when they 
are talking without their permission, or 
eavesdropping at their doors. 

Tadabur refers to shunning each other." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. 
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Allah the Exalted said about backbiting; 

I ■ '-—» ' aS J '-" » ' I iiJu U 



• r 



neither backbite one another, 

thus prohibiting it, which was explained in a Hadith 
collected by Abu Dawud that Abu Hurayrah said, 

"It was asked, "0 AllahTs Messenger! What is 
backbiting?' 

He said, 

/J£ Lu 'SlH kljSi 

Mentioning about your brother in a manner that 
he dislikes. 

He was asked, "What if my brother was as I 
mentioned?' 

He said, 

If he was as you mentioned, you will have 
committed backbiting. But if he was not as you 
say about him, you will have falsely accused 
him." 

At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan 
Sahih." 

Backbiting was sternly warned against, and this is why 
Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed compared it to eating 
the flesh of a dead human being, 

Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother 
You would hate it. 
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Just as you hate eating the flesh of a dead 
person, on account of your nature; so hate 
backbiting, on account of your religion. The latter 
carries a punishment that is worse than the 
former. This Ayah seeks to discourage people 
from backbiting and warns against it. 

The Prophet used these words to discourage 
taking back a gift that one gives to someone, 

He is just like the dog that eats its vomit. 
after saying, 

Ours is not an evil parable. 

Using various chains of narration, the Sahihs and 
Musnads record that the Prophet said during the Farewell 
Hajj: 

afL«jJ jCajk£ ( a ' J > = - C ,. , J) J a£jl j<slj aSf.Lap _jl 

I^A °aSiL ^ tljlA *~£j°§^ cs# 'I^A 

Verily, your blood, wealth and honor are as 
sacred among you as the sanctity of this day of 
yours, in this month of yours, in this town of 
yours. 

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

L-lma i<Ca.jj <liajC.j 4JLa Jj~». - ' ■ " *" /Jc - ' . .< ^ » _JS 
- J. " a3l aLi.1 JJV*»_J (jl jIjuI j»a S-iSJr"" 

All of the Muslim is sacred to the Muslim, his 
wealth, honor and his blood. It is evil enough for 
someone to belittle his Muslim brother. 

At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan 
Gharib " 
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Al-Hafiz Abu Ya"la recorded that a cousin of Abu 
Hurayrah said, 

"Ma"iz came to the Messenger of Allah and said, 
'0 Allah's Messenger! I have committed 
adultery,' and the Messenger turned away from 
him until Ma"iz repeated his statement four 
times. The fifth time, the Prophet asked him, 

p'- °'.' . 
■ ^^ J 

Have you committed adultery? 
Ma' iz said, Yes. 
The Prophet asked, 

?U jll U« (jj£j 
Do you know what adultery means? 

Ma"iz said, "Yes. I have illegally done with her 
what a husband legally does with his wife.' 

The Prophet said, 

? JjB I ja ^l ±J U. 

What do you seek to accomplish by this 
statement? 

Ma" iz said, ' I intend that you purify me.' 

The Prophet asked, 

<!k£JI J, 'JjJI L^iu U«£ 1^1. 'db J '*&• 't4K 'i^Sit 

Have you gone into her just as the stick goes into 
the kohl container and the rope goes into the 
well? 

Ma"iz said, ' Yes, AllahTs Messenger!' 

The Prophet commanded that Ma"iz be stoned to 
death and his order was carried out. 
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The Prophet heard two men saying to one 
another, ' Have you not seen the man who had 
Allah cover his secret, but his heart could not let 
him rest until he was stoned to death, just as the 
dog is stoned.' 

The Prophet continued on and when he passed by 
the corpse of a donkey, he asked, 

jU-Ol Pja aI^. °ija Uf_a UJjI ?_jU_j jU_ 'jjt 

Where are so-and-so? Dismount and eat from this 
donkey. 

They said, * May Allah forgive you, Allah's 
Messenger! Would anyone eat this meat?' 

The Prophet said; 

<jl 6JJJ ( _-j---1 (_J J-lj t4_La Ui-t ___it lljl Lai_ji.t _j*a Lajlj La_ 

Uj_i2 (jji.a,T,JJ 4-->_l jUj-il __ij (jUI 

The backbiting you committed against your 
brother is worse as a meal than this meal. By He 
in Whose Hand is my soul! He is now swimming in 
the rivers of Paradise." 

This Hadith has an authentic chain of narration. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin "Abdullah said, 
"We were with the Messenger of Allah when a rotten 
odor was carried by the wind. The Messenger of Allah 
said, 

(JjjLuI (jjjUuLJ (jJp-l jtJJ ?;-* ?7-J_)jl SjA* Ui (JJJ-UI 

Do you know what this odor is? It is the odor of 
those who backbite people." 



Accepted Repentance from Backbiting and Slandei 



Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 

... aj-IIj-jIj... 

And have Taqwa of Allah, 

31 



that is, regarding what He has commanded you 
and forbidden for you. Fear Him and beware of 
Him, 

(ITj^jul^l^... 

Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts 
repentance, Most Merciful. 

He forgives those who repent to Him, is merciful 
with those who go back to Him and trust in Him. 

The majority of scholars have stated that repentance for 
committing the sin of backbiting is that one rerrains from 
backbiting intending not to repeat it again. There is a 
difference of opinion if whether feeling remorse is 
required in this case, and also if one should apologize to 
those who he has backbitten. 

Some scholars stated that it is not necessary for one to 
ask those whom he has backbitten to forgive him, 
because if they knew what was said about them, they 
could be hurt more than if they were not told about it. It 
is better, they said, that one should praise those whom 
he has backbitten in audiences in which he has 
committed the act. It is also better if one defends the 
injured party against any rurther backbiting, as much as 
one can, as recompense for his earlier backbiting. 



^iUi i^jL 



49:13 O mankind! 



• J»' ' Zi 



We have created you from a male and a female, and 
made you into nations and tribes that you may 
know one another. 
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J£JBJ 4lSI '^ °^j£f b) 



Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who has At-Taqwa. 



~^**^^^ 



J*k a11) b! 



Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. 



All of Mankind are the Children of s Adam and Hawwa' 



Allah the Exalted declares to mankind that He has created them 
all from a single person, Adam, and from that person He 
created his mate, Hawwa. From their offspring He made 
nations, comprised of tribe, which include sub tribes of all sizes. 



It was also said that 
refers to Arabs. 



nations refers to non-Arabs, while "tribes 



Various statements about this were collected in an individual 
introduction from the book, Al-Inbah, by Abu Amr Ibn Abdul- 
Barr, and from the book, Al-Qasad wal-Amam fi Ma^ri^ah Ansab 
Al-Arab wal-" Ajam. Therefore, all people are the descendants of 
Adam and Hawwa' and share this honor equally. 

The only difference between them is in the religion that revolves 
around their obedience to Allah the Exalted and their following 
of His Messenger. 

After He forbade backbiting and belittling other people, alerting 
mankind that they are all equal in their humanity. 

Allah said, 

(Jjljlj IjJJLji °aSl \X* -\ J ^jjj) J Sj (JA aS jjjda ul (Jjjull Igjl lj 

... ijijU45 

mankind! 

We have created you from a male and a female, and 
made you into nations and tribes that you may know one 
another. 
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so that they get to know each other by their nation or 
tribe. 

Mujahid said that AllahTs statement, tj^jl*^ (that you may 
know one another), refers to one's saying, 

"So-and-so the son of so-and-so, from the tribe 
of so-and-so." 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, 

"The Himyar (who resided in Yemen) dealt with 
each other according to their provinces, while the 
Arabs in the Hijaz (Western Arabia) dealt with 
each other according to their tribes." 



Honor is earned throush Taqwa of Allah 



Allah the Exalted said, 

... Jil2j 4311 ijp °£*J.\ s jJ ... 

Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who has At-Taqwa. 

meaning, ' you earn honor with Allah the Exalted 
on account of Taqwa, not family lineage.' 

There are many Hadiths from the Prophet that support 
this meaning. 

Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu Hurayrah said, 

"Some people asked the Prophet, "Who is the 
most honorable among people?' 

He replied, 

Jbliiji Jii\ Slp. Ij-ajSi 

The most honorable among them with Allah is the 
one who has the most Taqwa. 

They said, ' We did not ask you about this.' 

He said, 
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jjI Ai\ {^j jjl t£i\ ^^jj jjI t£i\ ^jj ' '« ■ " jj ^jjuII pjSU 

Ai\ Jjja. 

Then the most honorable person is Yusuf, Allah's 
Prophet, the son of Allah's Prophet, the son of 
Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Khalil. 

They said, ' We did not ask you about this.' 

He said, 

^jjltuij l_j jjJI {jpUua °j*fl 
Then you want to ask me about the Arab lineage? 
They said, "Yes.' 
He said, 

I j^aa lil ^HjUI ^ JaSjUa. ajJaIjsJI ^ "aSjUai 

Those among you who were best in Jahiliyyah, 
are the best among you in Islam, if they attain 
religious understanding." 

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in several places 
of his Sahih, An-Nasa'i did as well in the Tafsir 
section of his Sunan. 

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

'^j^ lA j^j u^j '^j^j '^jj^ ls^I j^s ^ -^ u) 

aSjCttC.|j 

Verily, Allah does not look at your shapes or 
wealth, but he looks at your hearts and actions. 

Ibn Majah also collected this Hadith. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin Umar said, 

"On the day Makkah was conquered, the 
Messenger of Allah performed Tawaf around the 
Ka"bah while riding his camel, Al-Qaswa', and 
was touching the corners with a stick he had in 
his hand. He did not find a place in the Masjid 
where his camel could sit and had to dismount on 
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men's hands. He led his camel to the bottom of 
the valley, where he had her sit down. The 
Messenger of Allah later gave a speech while 
riding Al-Qaswa' and said, after thanking Allah the 
Exalted and praising Him as He should be praised, 

4j1al>jI 4jjc. °a5jc. L_iA!jt °j5 JljtJ ^ll <jl jjAjjI Ujj! Ij 
aij| (Jc. ;xJjS (Jj jj (J^J ! j^-^J (jjLuli iujjulj I * «JaaUj 
JC. ail jl i^gjljtJ ^ill ^^JC. JJA ^5^ J?-^ CjVjJ '<^ JI - J 

: J j^* <jV j 

people! 

Allah the Exalted has removed from you the 
slogans of Jahiliyyah and its tradition of 
honoring forefathers. 

Men are of two types, a man who is righteous, 
fearful of Allah and honorable to Allah, or a man 
who is vicious, miserable and little to Allah the 
Exalted. 

Verily, Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, 

aSl *'>» a j /5JJ1 J )S.J j- , '° '"*' <-■] [JjiLuI UJjl 4 
!j\ "J^ljajt <U| jjp "aiCajSt jl I jSjUtjJ JjIjSj IjjXjj 

UJjk a UC. Ajil 

(0 mankind! We have created you from a 
male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that you may know one 
another. Verily, the most honorable of you 
with Allah is that (believer) who has At- 
Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Aware.) 

The Prophet said, 

aSlj J ^ll jiiuliitj laA Jji Jjlt 

1 say this and invoke Allah for forgiveness for me 
and for you." 
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This was recorded by ' Abd bin Humayd. 
Allah the Exalted said, 

Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. 

means, ' He is All-Knowing of you and All-Aware 
of all of your affairs.' 

Allah guides whom He wills, misguides whom He wills, 
grants mercy to whom He wills, torments whom He wills, 
elevates whom He wills above whom He wills. He is the 
All-Wise, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware in all this. 

Several scholars relied on this honorable Ayah and the 
honorable Hadiths we mentioned as evidence that 
compatibility in marriage is not a condition of marriage 
contracts. They said that the only condition required in 
this regard is the adherence to the religion, as in the 
statement of Allah, the Exalted, j^i ^D Jj? °£*J.\ '&) 
(Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one 
with the most Taqwa). 



49:14 The Bedouins say: "We believe." 

(J--qjVI O^Lj ^"J ^°aL^i ^JPJ* (Jr^J ^J^PJ* °A u* 

Say: "You do not believe. But say, \Ne have 
submitted,' for Faith has not yet entered your 
hearts. 

tjjli °r>M aC,\ °(j-o />Vljj V AJjjoijj Aill 1 jxjiaJ (jlj 

But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not 
decrease anytning in reward for your deeds. 
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^J> J JJ 30 ^' u) 

Verily, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

1 jJUjJ °sJ aJ aJjjui jj 5u1Lj 1 jloU jJ^Sl jjLa°j-o3l L«jl 

^ uW^ cs^ e ^»aji j ^j-^ b^i-^j 

49:15 Only those are the believers who have 
believed in Allah and His Messenger, and arterward 
doubt not but strive with their wealth and their 
lives for the cause of Allah. 

jjSjiL-aSI *fk 'A\ Tjf 

Those! They are the truthful. 

Loj l_ij-1q.uJI ^i Lo al*j aHI j ^JJ^J ajjI jj-oitji (Ja 

49:16 Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion 
while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all 
that is on the earth, 



aoSc. 9. ^uS (J>J Aill j 



and Allah is All-Aware of everything.' 



'c£k 



UJ^ 



49:17 They regard as a favor to you that they have 
embraced Islam. 

sS\ jA jl ,->Sur- jyjj 4JJI Uj ->S<\ \>»| ^gJc I jLoj y <ja 

u4^» ^ u! lAPM 

Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me. 
Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that 
He has guided you to the Faith if you indeed are 
true. " 
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jjiokj 

49:18. "Verily, Allah knows the 
heavens and the earth. And Allah 
what you do." 


Unseen of the 
is the All-Seer of 



There is a Difference between a Believer and a Muslim 



Allah chastises the Bedouins who, when they embraced Islam, 
claimed for themselves the grade of faithful believers. However, 
Faith had not yet firmly entered their hearts, 

^jUajlll £_J^.°JJ La3j lialuil I jjjS (j$^J I jWjJ °A J 3 ^»' *-jl J°tul Clllla 

... ^jia^ 

The Bedouins say: "We believe." 

Say: "You do not believe, but say, 'We have submitted,' 
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts..." 

This honorable Ayah provides proof that Faith is a 
higher grade than Islam, according to the scholars of 
the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah. This is also 
demonstrated in the Hadith of Jibril, peace be upon 
him, when he questioned the Prophet about Islam, 
then Iman then Ihsan. Thus moving the general 
matter to one more specific, then even more specific. 



Imam Ahmad recorded that 
Waqqas said, 



'Amir bin Sa"d bin Abi 



"The Messenger of Allah gave (something to) 
some men and did not give one of them. Sa'd 
said, "0 AllahTs Messenger, you gave to so-and- 
so and so-and-so. However, you gave nothing to 
so-and-so, even though he is a believer.' 

The Prophet said, ^»°Ji (Or say, a Muslim), 

Sa"d repeated his statement thrice each time the 
Prophet answered, (*£-"» ji (Or say, a Muslim), 
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°aEi°4V yj t_JeJ 'jA °(> £ofj tfL>j (^gJaC.^ (^jI 
a^Ajij Jc jUll ^gi I JJ^J °jl AiUkla Uu2j 4Ja°C.I 

I might give some men and give nothing 
to others, even though the latter are 
dearer to me than the former. I do not 
give them things for fear that they might 
be thrown on their faces in the Fire." 

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. 

Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction 
between the grade of believer and the grade of 
Muslim, indicating that Iman is a more exclusive 
grade than Islam. 

I mentioned this subject in detail supported by 
evidence, in the beginning of the explanation of 
the chapter on Iman in Sahih Al-Bukhari, all 
praise is due to Allah and all the favors are from 
Him. 

So this proves that the Bedouins whom the Ayah 
mentioned were not hypocrites, rather they were 
Muslims in whose hearts Faith was not yet firmly 
established. They claimed a higher grade for 
themselves than the grade that they earned, and 
they were taught a lesson as a consequence. 

This meaning agrees with the meaning given by 
Ibn Abbas, Ibrahim An-Nakha"i, Qatadah and 
that prererred by Ibn Jarir. These Bedouins were 
taught a lesson, 

jLajUl (Ja>.JJ Lalj lilalml I jljS j$JJ I J^J- 1 A ... 

...°£tJ*iJ 

Say: "You do not believe, but say 'We are 
Muslims,' for Faith has not yet entered 
your hearts..." 

meaning, ' you have not yet achieved the 
reality of Faith.' 
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Allah the Exalted said, 

tjjuji aSJLaC.| J/a aS lL U 4Jjuijj 4111 I j*jJaJ jl j ... 

But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not 
decrease anything in reward for your deeds... 

' He will not decrease any of your rewards,' as 
Allah said; 

We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds 
in anything. (52:21) 

Allah said: 

(U) "^j jjjc. 4311 jl ... 

Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
(for those who repent and return to Him). 

AllahTs statement, 

JjL«jlall Lajl 

Only those are the believers, (i.e. who have perfect 
Faith), 

IjJUJJ al aJ 4Jjuijj 4illj I jLal (jJpll 

who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and 
arterward doubt not, 

They do not have doubts and their Faith was not 
shaken. Rather, their Faith remained on 
conviction, 

4lll ^Jjjjoi /^i ~4,"' a ''' j (^'j-^W lj-^A^~-j ... 

but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and 
their lives, 

meaning, they gladly gave away their life and the 
most precious of their wealth in obedience to 
Allah as a means of seeking His pleasure, 
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°) LljM''"^ f* ^J ... 

Those! They are the truthful. 

' in their statement if they say that they are 
believers, unlike some Bedouins who are faithful 
only by words outwardly!' 

Allah said, 

"aSjjJlJ Ajl\ (j j-alSLjl (Ja 

Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion..." 

' will you inform Allah of what is in your hearts,' 

j_pa jUl ^gi La j lIsI jLaUl ^k La Jkj <Ul J . . . 

while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all that is 
on the earth, 

Nothing in the heavens and earth, even the 
weight of a speck of dust, all that is bigger or 
smaller, ever escapes His observation, 

(Uj^j^t&^j... 

and Allah is All-Aware of everything. 
Allah said, 

aS-aUlu] /sJC- I JJ-aJ U (JS lj-aluil (jl tiLIc (jjj^j 

They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced 
Islam. 

Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me..." 

meaning the Bedouins who considered embracing 
Islam, following and supporting the Messenger as 
a favor to him. 

Allah the Exalted refuted their false statement, J* 
^LdlJ Jte. tjlu u (Say: "Do not count your Islam 
as a favor to me...") "for the benefit of your 
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Islam will only be yours, and this is a favor from 
Allah to you,' 

( W) JjjLllla °aijS jl jUojUl °a£l'.lA °jt JaSjlc. j!«J aIII Jj ... 

Nay, but Allah has conrerred a favor upon you that He 
has guided you to the Faith if you indeed are true. ('in 
your claim that you are believers.') 

The Prophet said to the Ansar on the day of the battle of 
Hunayn, 

?,_J 2i\ ^Sr^l Ull"ja °aS°Ja.t °alt jU^jjtll j2atla lj 

^^ ^il ISaSLa jjSjaii aijSj 

?^j fti £i&.ta yii. j^Sj 

Ansar! 

Have I not found you astray and Allah guided you 
through me? 

Were you not divided and Allah united you around 
me? 

Were you not poor and Allah gave you riches 
through me? 

Whenever the Prophet asked them any of these 
questions, they would reply, "Allah and His 
Messenger have most favored us." 

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded that Ibn Abbas 
said, 

"Banu Asad came to the Messenger of Allah and 
said, "0 AllahTs Messenger! We embraced Islam, 
and before that, the Arabs fought against you, yet 
we did not fight against you.' 

The Messenger of Allah said, 

?&% "» Jk. 'jjJajj jt l-iu^ l jl j jjS °4^»a jl 

Verily, they understand but little and the 
Shaytan speaks through their words. 
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This Ayah was later revealed, 

Jj -Vi»M, ,.l -Jc. I jLaJ U (Ja 1 j^aiuil (jl tiLlc. (jjLaJ 
jjjSjiU^a °ajj5 (jl jUajlll °aSl'jA °jl aSjJC. (j^J Aill 

They regard as a favor to you that they 
have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count 
your Islam as a favor to me." Nay, but 
Allah has conferred a favor upon you that 
He has guided you to the Faith if you 
indeed are true.'" 

Then Allah reminds that He has complete knowledge of all 
creations and that He sees them all; 

( ^ A) (jjLskj UaJ Jjj aj Aill j (j^ajUl j clll jLoLill i ■ ut. Jkj Aill (jj 

Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the 
earth. 

And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Hujurat. Verily, all 
praise is due to Allah, all the favors are from Him, and from Him 
comes the success and protection from error. 



*********** 



44 



